
GENESIS CHAPTERS 1 & 2 

AN EXPOSITORY SURVEY 

- FROM CREATION TO THE FALL - 



WHAT IS “GENESIS” 

• Genesis is: 
– a book of beginnings  

– the foundation for the rest of Scripture (its stories,  
doctrines, themes and events (thus is essential 
reading for everyone) 

• The word “Genesis” comes from the Greek 
term meaning origin, source, birth, or 
beginning 

• Hebrew Title:  BeReshyth; “In the 
Beginning”  



THE 1ST BOOK, THE 1ST “C” OF HUMAN HISTORY 



GENESIS CHAPTER TITLES 



GENESIS – CHAPTERS 1 & 2 

The Creation - Gen. 1:1-2:25 

A. Creation of the World - Gen. 
1:1-2:3 

B. Creation of Man - Gen 2:4-25 
(and his responsibility) 



Author & Authority 
• The author and the authority is God.  

• God is speaking to us today through Genesis – and if we ignore 
Him and His authority we will repeat history and fall like Adam, 
the pre-flood human race, Israel and most of humanity since 
and now.  

• We take our authority in all things from God, not man or self 

• God got Moses to write the first 5 books of the Bible (called 
“The Pentateuch”) - Jos_1:7; Dan_9:11-13; Luk_16:29; Joh_7:19; 
Act_26:22; Rom_10:19) 

– Written probably during the wilderness exile (1446-1406 
BC) 

– Directly revealed by God (Num_12:8) and probably assisted 
by old writings (carried from the Ark?) and oral traditions 

– Moses had been trained in the “wisdom of the Egyptians” 
(Act_7:22) – thus prepared by God for the job  

 
 



ACTS OF GOD IN GENESIS 1 



“In the beginning God …..” 
• “God” is plural (Father, Son & Holy Spirit) - Trinity 
• Belief in this statement is called TRIUNETHEISM 
• Jesus is the Son of God (John Chapter 1) – He was 

there (before and at the beginning). 
• Before “the beginning” God was (i.e self-existing, 

the “I AM”) 
• Belief in the existence of the God of the Bible is 

the first step in salvation  
Heb_11:6  (KJV)  But without faith it is impossible to 

please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.  
 



THE BEGINNING OF …. 



“In the beginning God…” EXCLUDES 

• Evolution (things created themselves – Design? First-cause?) 

• Humanism (man is God) 

• Rationalism (reason is God) 

• Existentialism (experience is God) 

• Materialism (only matter is real – see & touch) 

• Pantheism (all is God) 

• Polytheism (many gods) 

• Animism (spirits are gods) 

• Atheism (no God) 

• Agnosticism (don’t know) 

• all other “isms” which seek alternative “answers’ 

• WHICH “ISM” ARE YOU? 

 



THE ORDER OF CREATION 



• no room for millions of years here 
• God is God – He could do it in 6 
minutes if He wanted to 
• 6 days perfectly suited His purpose 
•  a functional universe 
• a place for Man 
•  it was all GOOD (beautiful, 
functional, purposeful, an expression 
of God’s power and love) 
  
It was ALL for MAN – WHY?  

•Man was meant to be part of the 
family of God 
• Man was man in God’s image (a 
partaker of the divine nature) 
• Man was made to worship and 
serve God (not that God needed that) 
in order to be fully aligned with and 
enjoy God 

 

Only Man needs millions of years on which to 
base his philosophies. God doesn’t need 
millions of years. So, how old is the earth now. 
Based on Bible genealogies – about 6,000 years. 

IN SIX 24-HOUR DAYS !!!!  - WOW! 



GET THIS LIE OUT OF YOUR BRAIN. IT DIDN’T HAPPEN.  
 

A LIE CONCEIVED AND MANAGED BY SATAN TO HELP FOUND AN ALTERNATIVE 

WORLD SYSTEM BASED ON POPULAR BELIEF (not faith or truth)  - 95% in this system? 
 

NO EVIDENCE FOR THIS LIE 



MAN MADE IN AN INSTANT 



WHAT EVOLUTION TEACHES  VS  WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES 





WHAT CAN WE LEARN ABOUT GOD IN CHAPTER 1? 



- how to be really human – AS God designed 

ADAM 

Note our destiny involves being 
“face to face” with God. 

Compared with us 
here on earth now 

PLUS  

Direct fellowship with God – 
in the garden. How good is 
that! 
 

WHAT CAN WE LEARN ABOUT MAN’S NATURE IN CH. 1? 



WHAT CAN WE LEARN ABOUT MAN’S JOB IN CH. 1? 

• Be fruitful 

• Multiply 

• Replenish the Earth 

• Subdue it 

• Have dominion over the birds, fish and every living 
thing 

• All these things involve delegated creativity, authority 
and responsibility to maintain the “goodness” 

• Obedience required (DO those things but DON’T do this 
(eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil) – 
note “knowledge” means “experience’ 

• Man given FREE CHOICE – was that a “good” thing? 

 

- based on God’s commandments 



WHAT CAN WE LEARN ABOUT SCIENCE IN CH1 



WHAT CAN WE LEARN ABOUT PLACE IN CHAPTER 1? 

• In Gen 1:1  In the beginning (Time) God (Elohim means Gods) 
created the heavens (Space) and the earth (Matter).  

• Places involve matter and space and have time significance  

• Places are in the created order, thus must have purpose.  

• Even the “heavens” are used by God (inc. sun, moon & stars) 

• God made the earth to be inhabited (Isaiah 45:18)  

• Place helps man’s quality of life and his prime role of worship & 
service 

• Man has a created need/yearning for place and places 

• God uses “place” in His communication with us. The Bible is full of 
storied places (places with stories attached). 

• Satan uses heavenly and earthly places for his counterfeit kingdom      

  



WHERE WAS EDEN? 
 

EDEN? 

ANSWER – WE DON’T REALLY KNOW, BECAUSE THE PRE-FLOOD WORLD 

DIDN’T LOOK LIKE IT DOES TODAY. 
 

BEST GUESS – based on the clues in Chapter 2 



Genesis 1 

The heavens and the 
earth are created in six 

days. 

Genesis 2 

Creation of the man and 
woman (no time 
element mentioned). 

Panorama of creation as 
a whole 

Detailed focus on one 
aspect of creation 

Centers on God creating 
the heavens and the 
earth 

Centers on man as the 
crowning act of God’s 
creation 



GENESIS 2 AMPLIFIES GENESIS 1 

Genesis 1 

The heavens and the 
earth are created in six 
days. 

Genesis 2 

Creation of the man and 
woman (no time 
element mentioned). 

Panorama of creation as 
a whole 

Detailed focus on one 
aspect of creation 

Centers on God creating 
the heavens and the 
earth 

Centers on man as the 
crowning act of God’s 
creation 



LEARN THE LINKS IN GOD’S WORD 


