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DRAFT DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS - GREATER ADELAIDE 

Purpose: To aid the discussion about existing and possible new strategies for urgently closing the strategic gap 

Bill Wright, June 2016. Source: ABS Census 

 

Total Population - 1,225,235 (77% of SA 1.6m. Note Aust 21.5M) 

  

Note: 1.8m people attend church in Australia (8%). What significance is the 42% "not married" for our campaigning? 
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Note: We need figures for church attendance by denomination e.g  NCLS says Catholics are 46% of all church-goers, 

Pentecostal next with 12% and then Anglicans 11%. What impact does 8% attending church have on this analysis?  
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EXTRA RESEARCH FOR TOTAL AUSTRALIA: McCrindle 

 steady decline in Christianity since 1911 (from 96% to 61%) and in last decade (from 68% to 61%) 

 in last forty years those citing "no religion" has jumped from 7% to 22% 

 according to the National Church Life Survey in 2011, significant numbers of Christians believe: 

1.  Christians should be active in public comment on public policy issues (80%), advocating and 

lobbying governments (75%) and campaigning for global poverty and injustice issues (69%) 

2. the Church should be active in public advocacy (63%)  

 average age of church-goers is 53 (note pentecostal churches average age is 39 

 the 70+ group make up 25% of all attendance, but only 12% of the population 

 age groups < 50 are under-represented, e.g. 20-39 year olds - 21% of church attendance, 34% of population 

 1.8 million people attend church each week in Australia (8% of 21.5m) 

 less than 1 in 7 of those who ticked Christianity in the Census regularly attend Church. 

 Australia has more churches (13,000) than schools (9,500) 

 top 6 reasons why Aussies don't go to church (note allows for multiple choice, so figures don't add to 100%) 

1. irrelevant to my life - 47% 
2. don't accept how it's taught - 26% 
3. outdated style - 24% 
4. issues with clergy/ministers - 22% 
5. don't believe the bible - 19% 
6. too busy to attend - 18% 

 those that don't go to church rank their needs for NEW community services in the following order:  

1. financial seminars/advice 
2. employment support /skills training 
3. seminars/social activities for seniors 
4.  counselling/crisis support 
5.  relationship seminars/support 
6.  play group/kids clubs 
7.  teen activities/youth groups 
8.  parenting seminars/support 
9.  spiritual input/church services 
10. English classes/migrant support 

  88% of those that don't go say that churches are beneficial  "for my community" (c/f 43% for them) 

   Life priorities are:                          How many times more important % satisfaction  
       than "spiritual/religious"?   

1. relational (family)   - 6.2 times more important   53% 

2. physical health   - 4.2 times    22% 

3. emotional & mental health - 4.2 times    38% 

4. financial & earnings   - 3.5 times    26% 

5. vocational/career  - 1.9 times    100% 

6. social connection  - 1.5 times    75% 

7. Spiritual & religious        Over-achieving/satisfied?? 

Note: all this tells me they are seriously unsatisfied and that all their/our humanistic efforts can't close the gap. It also shows me 

how ignorant they are about the potential satisfaction of humbly relying on the blessing of Almighty God. That is, they need 

God's Good News - the Gospel - and His comprehensive word showing how it can be applied to all areas of human life. They 

need to hear the foundational importance of the spiritual - rather than it just being an after-thought.  The teaching, thinking, 

truth dissemination process has failed badly - and at what personal and economic cost? Big government will never work, only big 

faith in a big God. Where are Gospel-driven Christians? It seems to me that our Lord wants His Church back before we can ever 

hope to win our country back. What a great opportunity. Let's stick to the positive - it's a far stronger, fresh narrative. The 

enemy wants to suck us into judgmental warfare - so going there will be a big distraction. The Holy Spirit can do the conviction. 


